His Childhood and Youth
them and with the hospitalities of her home* She was about
thirty years of age when Charles Stewart, her eighth child,
was born, but was still a little feather-brained, for one day,
when she was nursing him, and a visitor was unexpectedly
announced, she put him into " the drawer of a large press,
which she closed without thinking, and hurried to the drawing-
room* When the visitor left, about half an hour later, she
found that she had clean forgotten what she had done with
Charley, and a frantic search was made, until muffled yells
from the drawer where he was imprisoned resulted in his
release/*1 Six of her eight children were then alive, one of
them, the eldest girl, Delia, being extraordinarily beautiful*
Delia was a dark-haired, dark-skinned girl of medium
height and exquisite figure* Her eyes were soft and dark
and sad, and her normal mien was melancholy, except when
she flushed, and then there was a radiant look on her face*
When she had finished her schooling in Paris, she was sent
to stay with her uncle and aunt, Sir Ralph and Lady Howard,
in Belgrave Square, and for three seasons she was a popular
beauty* She was an ambitious, calculating girl, resolved on
making a fine marriage, and so, when a young American
millionaire of family, who had been educated in Paris, pro-
posed to her, she accepted him, although she told him
frankly enough that she did not love him and was marrying
him for his money* But Mr* Livingston Thomson was
infatuated with the lovely girl, and took her on her own terms*
He did not long abide by them* He became insanely jealous,
and, both at their hotel in Paris and their country house at
St* Germains, manifested his jealousy in a way which made
him publicly ridiculous* He accompanied her to afternoon
receptions, which, it seemed, was not the custom in Paris* He
objected to other men putting her cloak about her shoulders,
and insisted that this should be done only by himself* Since
1 Charles Stewart Parnell, by his brother, John Howard Parnell, p* 19*
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